
 
 

DNV strengthens support for wind propulsion with International Windship 

Association membership 

DNV has officially joined the International Windship Association with the intention of using the 
membership status to further support and accelerate the uptake of wind-assisted propulsion systems 
by the global shipping fleet.  

Hamburg, November 10, 2022: Wind-assisted propulsion technologies can cut fuel costs and 
emissions at a time when the global shipping industry is faced with the need to rapidly decarbonise. 
The multiple mature technologies available today make wind a realistic and viable renewable energy 
choice that can significantly reduce the carbon footprint of cargo vessels. 

In recent years, there has been a sharp uptake of wind propulsion systems for use on merchant 
ships. Currently, twenty-one large commercial vessel wind propulsion installations are in operation 
and that number will likely double over the next twelve months.  

Interest in this technology sector is growing as the performance of wind propulsion technologies 
becomes increasingly proven. This is reflected in the expanding membership of the International 
Windship Association (IWSA), the not-for-profit organisation that facilitates and promotes wind 
propulsion for commercial shipping worldwide. 

Also, as installations increase the cost of systems is coming down and with sustained high fuel prices 
the return on investment (ROI) for wind-harnessing technology is shrinking.  

Joining the IWSA as a full member positions DNV at the centre of technological, technical and 
political progressions in this fast-paced technology sector alongside their central role of offering 
technical certification and pre-certification services for ships using wind propulsion technology. This 
includes offering a new classification class notation for ships using Wind-Assisted Propulsion Systems 
(WAPS). To- date, DNV has awarded Class Approvals in Principle (AiP) to a number of WAPS on the 
market. DNV also provides bespoke advisory services to guide customers through assessing the 
safety, commercial, and technical suitability of WAPS and which systems are right for their business.  

Gavin Allwright, Secretary General of IWSA says: “We are delighted to welcome DNV into IWSA with 
full member status at such a pivotal intersection on the wind propelled shipping journey. They will 
bring a wealth of experience to the association which is imperative since classification societies play 
a critical role in supporting safety and new technology, including those for wind-powered or wind-
assisted shipping.” 

Hasso Hoffmeister, Senior Principal Engineer, DNV says: “DNV has comprehensive wind expertise 
which we will bring to our membership role in IWSA to support the anticipated expansion of wind 
propulsion technology for the use of wind as a renewable energy source by ships. IWSA has made 
great strides in facilitating the accelerated uptake of wind and is the key convenor of important 
players.  In this ever-advancing technology sector, DNV is perfectly positioned to support the wind 
revolution.” 
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MORE INFORMATION FOR JOURNALISTS 

About DNV 

We are the independent expert in risk management and quality assurance. Driven by our purpose to safeguard 

life, property and the environment, we empower our customers and their stakeholders with facts and reliable 

insights so that critical decisions can be made with confidence. As a trusted voice for many of the world’s most 

successful organizations, we use our knowledge to advance safety and performance, set industry benchmarks, 

and inspire and invent solutions to tackle global transformations.  

DNV is the world’s leading classification society and a recognized advisor for the maritime industry. We 

enhance safety, quality, energy efficiency and environmental performance of the global shipping industry – 

across all vessel types and offshore structures. 

We invest heavily in research and development to find solutions, together with the industry, that address 

strategic, operational, or regulatory challenges. 

www.dnv.com 

 

About International Windship Association (IWSA): 

International Windship Association (IWSA): facilitates and promotes wind propulsion solutions for commercial 

shipping worldwide and brings together all parties in the development of a wind ship sector to shape industry 

and government attitudes and policies.  

 

IWSA is a member driven, not-for-profit association made up of wind propulsion technology suppliers and ship 

development projects, shipping lines, shipbuilders, designers, naval architects, engineers, academics, NGO’s, 

and Class with five main areas of activity:  

 

Network – grouping like-minded organisations and individuals sharing ideas, skills, technical and market 

information for the development of commercial wind ships.  

Promote – promoting the economic value of wind propulsion to the industry  

Educate – acting as a central information hub for the wind propulsion sector, ship owners and operators, 

shipyards, ports, governments, equipment producers, the media, NGOs, and the wider public.  

Incubate – securing funding streams, project collaboration, grant applications, research and the pooling of 

resources. 

Facilitate – establishing common approaches/criteria for all stages of project development, support 

stakeholders, advise and lobby legislative bodies on policies, activities, funding and incentives required to 

retrofit existing ships and build new commercial wind ships. 

As the only industry association for wind-assist and pure wind technology developers and institutions with a 
commercial interest in wind power, the IWSA has welcomed a huge rise in its membership in the past few 
years.  

www.wind-ship.org  

www.decadeofwindpropulsion.org 
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